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The mission of the International
Association for Ambulatory Sur-
gery is to promote the world-
wide development of high qual-
ity ambulatory surgery. This
Ambulatory Surgery Handbook
has been developed by sur-
geons, anaesthetists, nurses

and managers who serve on the

General Assembly of the TAAS.

It is designed to support the IAAS training programme and so

support the development of ambulatory surgery in countries

where this is still in its infancy.

Ambulatory surgery is an essential component of any modern

health service and it is increasingly important in providing effi-

cient and safe healthcare to our populations. It is being driven

by advances in surgery and anaesthesia that have shortened

lengths of stay and by the need to manage the costs of health-

care provision. However, it is important to realise that it is also

being driven by our patients- they expect to spend less time in

hospital.
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Success in ambulatory surgery requires a team effort and this
team includes surgeons, anaesthetists, nurses and managers.
The contact time each member of the team has with the patient
is short and so it is essential that they are knowledgeable about
the process and can provide the education and support the pa-
tient needs. It is important that the patient receives a consist-
ent message from all involved from the start of the pathway un-
til they are discharged home. This handbook should be used
as an aid to developing the knowledge of your staff and as an
aid to the development of your own consistent approach to am-
bulatory surgery.

I hope that this handbook will support the development of
high quality ambulatory surgery in China.

/

Dr Ian Jackson
Immediate Past President
IAAS

September, 2015
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